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For  over 100 years Gulfside has 

advocated and provided  

opportunities for underserved, 

excluded, and marginalized 

people and communities.   

Today, we continue to engage 

in the ministry of advocacy by: 

· inspiring people, churches, 

and other organizations to 

positively impact those in 

underserved communities 

· training the next generation 

of multicultural advocates. 
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Message from the Executive Director 
 

Greetings from the Mississippi Gulf Coast!  
We are super busy doing this work of advocacy, but we often ask ourselves, 
“how will we continue to grow this great work”? Will Gulfside continue to exist? 
What should  Gulfside’s vision for the future look like in this environment of  
uncertainty?  We love and can do this work, but we cannot continue to do it if 
we do not have the resources. We depend on you to share your stories of  
Gulfside, let others know what we are doing today, keep us in your prayers 
and support us with your time and donations.   

We will go forward unafraid and in prayer, confident that with God’s help  we 
will carry out a new vision for Gulfside. Feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions. 

Share the news about Gulfside! 

· Gulfside’s Mission Education Travel Study Seminar has taken over five  
       hundred students on its annual college tour and Harambee event. 
· Gulfside has touched the lives of hundreds of youths through its Life skills 

Training programs. 
· Gulfside is one of two African American Chautauquas left in the country 

and the only one that is owned by African Americans. 
· Gulfside has held screenings of its recently released documentary “The 

Gulfside Assembly Story” in Louisiana, Mississippi and California with over 
500 viewers. 

· The “Gulfside Assembly Story” is the recipient of several awards The Com-
municator Award for Excellence and two Silver Telly Awards.   

Þ View the trailer and information about the documentary at       
thegulfsideassemblystory.com. 

 
Cheryl Thompson receives a surprise 
donation from Mississippi Power,  
presented by Timothy Pruitt, Area  
Manager in recognition of its work in 
the community and support of the 
documentary. 
 

In Gulfside Love, 

Cheryl Thompson, Executive Director 

 
 



Hancock County Community Resilience 
We are familiar with the phrase “it takes a village to raise a child.” It is within the heart of the  
community that children find the strength to grow and flourish. The combined efforts of  
dedicated teachers, youth ministers, committed social justice advocates, clergy, and community 
leaders create a nurturing environment where each member contributes their unique gifts and 
talents towards the common good. Our collective resolve and mutual support create a beacon 
of hope and a framework for enduring success. Together, we build bridges, forge connections, 
and inspire future generations to walk the path of faith, resilience, and unity.  
 
 

Together We Are Stronger 
Gulfside Assembly’s Faith-based Alliance meets monthly in support of our community. Together, 
we help bridge the gap in resources needed within the community. Our greatest task is outside of 
the walls of the church. The need to be present in the community is great. Sharing the blessings of 
our gift and graces is what we are called to do.   
 

We are committed to giving of our time and talents to help students achieve academic success 
and provide prayer and presence in our school district. Together we demonstrate that with  
collective effort and shared purpose, we can overcome challenges in our community. It is a  
privilege to be a part of a group of willing workers who walk by faith and not by sight.  

 
Interagency Networking 

The Bay St. Louis Youth Court’s monthly Partners at the Table (PAT) meeting is an extension of  
organizations that provide wrap around services for families connected to Youth Court. Judge 
Trent Favre works tirelessly to ensure all families are provided with the tools needed for successful 
outcomes.    
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Community Garden  
It’s that time again! As we prepared our garden for planting, we are overjoyed to have volunteers 
from the community assisting.  We prepared the soil for our raised garden beds, sewed seeds, and 
planted starter plants. This year, our garden consists of raised garden beds and an in-ground  
surface area.  Gulfside Assembly has been blessed to receive the Operation Roundup grant from 
Coast Electric of Hancock County to fund our Community Garden Ministry.  We can’t wait to see 
the community enjoy the fruits of our labor as we anticipate a bountiful harvest! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Training  
Gulfside Assembly joined community leaders in Mississippi for a three-day Community Organizing 
Training hosted by Together Mississippi at Lake Tiak O’Khata in Louisville, MS. It was a pleasure to 
meet social justice advocates from different states. The interactive training, networking  
opportunity, along with the beautiful scenery at Lake TiakO’Khata was fruitful and refreshing.    
 



Advocacy 
Advocacy is putting faith into action and responding to God’s call. Gulfside Assembly continues its 
role of advocacy in the community, empowering individuals to find their voice and stand up for 
their rights. Gulfside works with other agencies and organizations to address issues and needs within 
the community along with promoting social change. As advocates, we have a duty to speak up for 
justice and advocate for the rights of others. Jesus is the best example of a fierce advocate and 
comforter for all of humanity. 

There are many scriptural references in the bible that encourages us to advocate for those who are 
marginalized, oppressed, and in need. Proverbs 31:8-9 reminds us to “open your mouth for the 
mute, for the right for all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights 
of the poor and needy.”  

As an experienced advocate of over 15 years, I challenge you to be an example of the change 
that you want to see in the world. For us, advocacy is not a job, it’s a calling.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the 
LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.  Micah 6:8  
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Sharing the Gulfside Story  
As everyone eagerly awaits the PBS release of Gulfside Assembly’s new documentary entitled ‘The 
Gulfside Story”, people from near and far gathered to see the much-anticipated unveiling.  
Showings are scheduled in various locations. The 100 Men Hall in Bay Saint Louis, MS along with 
Dillard University in New Orleans and Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson, MS, hosted a 
showing.  The community came out in support and were delighted and excited to see and hear 
all the documentary has to offer. Many attendees are blessed to have had the Gulfside  
experience, while others learned about Gulfside Assembly for the first time. Everyone left with a 
sense of pride in knowing how Gulfside Assembly has shaped many lives. 
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Join us for a Katrina 20 Sunrise Remembrance celebration on the beach in front of Gulfside  
Assembly on Friday, August 29, 2025. More information will be forthcoming.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are interested in booking a showing of The Gulfside Assembly Story documentary, please 

contact our office at 228-206-1750 or gulfsideassociation@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 

God blesses us as we continue to do His work. We at Gulfside Assembly are grateful for your 
generous support of our ministries. Your support helps provide impactful ministries to our 

communities.  Prayers, supplies, and monetary donations are always welcomed.  

For monetary donations, there are several ways to give: 

Through the Advance of the  
United Methodist Church 

 https://umcmission.org/
advanceproject/760235/  

PayPal 

PayPal.me/gulfsideassembly 

     

 

By Mail  
Make your check payable to:  

Gulfside Association Inc.  
PO Box 27 

Waveland, MS 39576  


