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100 YEARS OF ADVOCACY & RESILIENCE

Greetings from the Gulf Coast!

As a General Board of Global Ministries Missionary and Church
and Community Worker, | have the honor and privilege of
serving in ministry with Gulfside Assembly in Waveland Mississippi
as the Community Outreach Coordinator. Gulfside’s ministries
are inclusive, family centered, and restorative. They provide
consistency of engagement, opportunities, and exposure. Many
have had the Gulfside experience.

We are grateful to God that our ministries are growing. Since its
inception in 1923, Gulfside’s ministries continue to serve commu-
nities in Mississippi. These ministries include, but are not limited to
our Youth Development Program, Senior Lunch & Learn, Faith-
based Collaborative, Veterans Support Initiative, Gulfside Open
Alliance Leadership Support, School Uniform Voucher Program,
and a Community Garden.

Gulfside has a transformative story to tell. To showcase past and
present ministry events, Gulfside has a historical exhibit at the
Ground Zero Museum in Waveland Museum. This exhibit will be
featured until May 6, 2023. Additionally, Gulfside will celebrate
100 years of ministry with scheduled anniversary events April 27-
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GULFSIDE ASSEMBLY

Originally called the Gulfside
Chatauqua and Camp Meeting Ground.
Gulfsid founded In 1923 by

Jones, the first black

Methodist Bishop. At the time, It

was the only resort In the Gulf
Reglon open to black Methodists.

In 1980, Gulfside Assembly was
recognized by the United Methodist

29,2023.
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Church as a historical site.
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GULFSIDE ASSEMBLY

For nearly 100 years, Gulfside has
advocated and provided opportunities
for underserved, excluded, and dis-
criminated against people and commu-
nities. Today, we continue to engage in
the ministry of advocacy by:

®  inspiring people, churches, and
organizations to positively impact
underserved communities

®  training the next generation of
multicultural advocates.

Gulfside Assembly
301 Herliny St Office
Waveland MS 39576
www.gulfsideassembly.org
228-206-1750
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Community Garden

Our ministries are growing, and we give God all the glory!

We are excited to announce the coming of our community garden. There are so many moving parts.
Let me start by thanking God for providing volunteer labor, donations, utility sheds, planters, compost,
mulch, fertilizer, and raised beds. Our utility sheds and raised garden beds were built by St. Stanislaus
Catholic School’'s Construction class. The Mississippi Rising Coalition donated additional raised beds
and the Hancock County Boys and Girls Club planted seedlings to be transferred to the garden. Plants
were also donated by an advisory team member. We are blessed to have Master Gardeners on our
advisory feam in addition to guidance from the Mississippi State University Extension Services.

This is a cross-generational program. Our goal is to provide garden space for the growth of edible
plants for the nutritional, economic, physical, and social benefits of the Waveland, MS community.
Not only will the community garden help address food insecurity, but it will provide local fresh produce
and volunteer opportunities along with the promotion of health and nutrition, and the creation of
educational gardening opportunities for all ages. This will allow valuable practices to be learned, ex-
changed, and promoted. God is doing new things here at Gulfside. Contact me to see how you can

Utility sheds and raised
garden beds were built  § 7
by St. Stanislaus Catholic &5 /|
School‘s Construction g@{é i
Class. Additional raised i
garden beds were donat- "
ed by the Mississippi Ris- S
ing Coalition.

Plants were donated by an
advisory team member.



Senior Lunch and Learn Series

Oh, what a fellowship! Oh, what a joy divine!

The Senior Lunch and Learn Series is thriving! Our aging beauties are having a great time
attending a workshop hosted by the Southern Mississippi Planning and Development District
(SMPDD). This ten-week workshop begins at 10:00 a.m. biweekly on Wednesdays. It is entitled
“Aging Mastery.” The Hancock County Community is receiving education on various topics
along with connections to community resources.

God has an amazing way of providing confirmation in reference to guiding the ministries here
at Gulfside Assembly, and we are grateful. After class, our aging beauties enjoy lunch and the
opportunity to get to know each other better. The testimonials are inspiring, and their joy is
contagious. The room is always full of laughter with this spirit filled group. When the class, lunch,
and fellowship start coming to an end, we usually have a few that do not want to leave any
time soon. This warms my heart. | am grateful for the wisdom, love, and encouragement each
one shares. They are a blessing and | fruly enjoy being in their presence.




Youth Leadership Development Ministry

Gulfside Assembly’s ongoing mission is spiritual development. For the past 24 years Gulfside has
toured students around the southeastern Unites States to visit colleges, universities and United
Methodist Mission sites. This mission was developed for 8th to 12th grade disadvantaged minority
students to give them a head start on their educational and spiritual development, Gulfside’s in-
vestment in youth has been and continues to be a major factor in their becoming contributing
members of their churches and communities. Over 80% of those participants have gone on to
finish high school or college. Our Mission Education Travel Study Seminar (METSS) is our signature
youth ministry.

In addition to touring schools,
Gulfside participates in the
Southeastern Jurisdiction Black
Methodist for Church Renewal
Youth Harambee. This event
provides additional leadership
and spiritual development for
METSS participants.

Ge mission confinues with our Leadership \

Development Series. Gulfside’s goal in these
series is to infroduce high school and college
students to key elements needed to en-
hance their education as well as prepare
them for navigating the next steps in their
career.
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Experience, Exposure, and Consistency of Engagement

Gulfside Assembly’s Annual Mission Education Travel Study Seminar will provide youth the
opportunity to attend Harambe in Orangeburg, SC June 21-25, 2023. Harambe is an annual
conference/retreat designed to enhance spiritual, leadership, and interpersonal skills. For
more than 20 years, Gulfside continues to sponsor youth to attend the conference along
with sponsoring visits to local Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU's). We are
grateful for our Leadership Development Ministry Coordinator, Ora Franklin-Rodgers. She
works diligently to ensure youth participate in this fransformative experience.
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Gulfside Assembly Museum Exhibit opening at
Ground Zero Museum in Waveland, MS$

( Executing the Vision \

A big thank you to our Executive Director, Cheryl Thompson who designed, directed, and
orchestrated the displaying of Gulfside’s amazing history. This museum exhibit opening kicks
off our 100-year anniversary celebration. It will be on display at the Ground Zero Museum in
\Wovelond. MS until May 6, 2023. )
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Gulfside’s 100t Year Anniversary Events Schedule

4-27-2023
Ground Zero Museum Featuring Gulfside Exhibit 3:00-6:00 p.m.
335 Coleman Ave. Waveland, MS 39576

Meet & Greet
Studio Waveland & Gallery 6:00-8:00 p.m.
228 Coleman Ave. Waveland, MS 39576

4-28-2023

Anniversary Gala 6:00-92:00 p.m.

Bay St. Louis Community Hall

301 Blaize Ave. Bay St. Louis, MS 39521

4-29-2023
Community Service Project and Closing Worship Service 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Gulfside Assembly 950 South Beach Blvd. Waveland, MS 39576

RSVP by April 5, 2023
For more information, please call 228-206-1750
For hotel reservations, please visit our website at www.gulfsideassembly.org

Donate to Gulfside:
The Advance # 760235
https://umcmission.org/advance project/760235

PayPal: Paypal.me/gulfsideassembly

Gulfside Assembly continues its legacy of Advocacy and Empowerment

through its Missionary works in Education, Spiritual Development, and

Social Change. Donations to this historic organization help us to continue
producing and developing transformational programming that supports

local, regional, and national communities.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Cheryl Thompson,
Executive Director

504-710-4884

cthompson@gulfsideassembly.org

Althea Belton,
Community Outreach Coordinator
803-900-0878

abelton@gulfsideassembly.org
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