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tively impact underserved 

communities 

• training the next generation 

of multicultural advocates. 
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Message from our Executive Director Cheryl Thompson 

Happy fall! 

Gulfside remains on fire, not from the heat of summer, but 

because as the song, Great is Thy Faithfulness reminds us, 

“morning by morning new mercies I see.” We see our youth 

development programs impact young lives from the home-

less family who was so grateful for the uniforms provided to 

the youth attendees on our college tour and Harambee 

mission study program.  As one stated, “the experience 

changed my life”. The youth who attend our life skills pro-

gram are excited and engaged as they set goals, discuss 

bullying, and conflict resolution techniques.  Our seniors love 

coming to Gulfside to learn how to stay safe, healthy, and 

build relationships.  Even our cross-generational community 

garden produced in spite of the heat of this year’s summer.  

We look forward to bringing hope throughout the region 

with several cultural celebrations planned for 2024. 

Yes, as one of our community members told us with excite-

ment, “Gulfside is back!”  We thank all of you who have sup-

ported us.  We could not have done this good work without 

you! 

To God be the glory! 

Hancock County Chamber of 

Commerce held their annual 

Salute to Business & Industry 

Gala. Gulfside Assembly was 

awarded the Community 

Award of Excellence.  

We are humbled and grateful for being nominated and     

chosen for the award and we give God all the glory. 
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Youth Development Ministry 

Life Skills Training Workshop 

Youth from Hancock County participated in a Life Skills Training class at 

Gulfside Assembly. Many thanks to staff from Choices Coordinated Care 

Solutions and Jan Gardner, Pastor of Pearlington UMC, for their outstanding 

job of facilitating.  Life Skills Training was developed to enhance the social, 

emotional and interpersonal skills of children and youth. Children in grades 

6-12 in Hancock County participate in hands-on, interactive training at 

Gulfside Assembly an designated locations.  
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Youth Development Ministry 

Making An Impact 

As part of Gulfside Assembly’s Mission Education Travel Study Seminar 

(METSS), sixteen youth ages 12-18 visited HBCU’s and other colleges 

and participated in the SEJ Harambee. 
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Reverend Jan Garner is the newly appointed pastor of Pearlington United 

Methodist Church. She is a faithful 

servant of God who is busy getting 

to know the community and 

extending the right hand of 

fellowship. As a result of her “taking 

Jesus to the streets,” she has seen 

an increase in attendance. Rev. 

Garner is leading by example, 

illuminating the light of Christ. Her 

unconditional love for her fellow 

brothers and sisters is exemplified 

through her selfless service. Making disciples for the transformation of the 

world is her mission.  

  Faith-Based Coalition  

Faith Forward Spotlight 

People from various religious backgrounds work together to address com-

munity challenges by sharing our faith-driven perspectives and fostering 

unity. Through cooperative ministry, we work to create positive transfor-

mations in the community we serve.  Our current mission project involves 

serving seniors by doing yardwork and participating in making minor 

home repairs.  
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Health and Resource Fair 

 

Gulfside Assembly hosted a Health and Resource Fair on our beachfront 

property.  Our local “Fit and Fab” exercise class provided routines that all 

could participate in.  Local health-related agencies provided valuable 

educational resources.  Sponsors provided healthy snacks. It was a fun 

event for participants! 
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Senior Fun Day 

Southern Mississippi Planning and Development District facilitated 

a free Caregiver Education Workshop. The six-session workshop 

concluded  with a ‘70s themed fun day.   

Annual School Uniform Distribution 

Gulfside Assembly in partnership with Gotcha Covered Uniform Shop and 

Helping Hands Organization provides uniforms to needy children enrolled in 

the Hancock County Public School District. This is an ongoing project. 


