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Gulfside Community Outreach Newsletter

Message from the Executive Director!

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under
the heavens.
Ecclesiastes 3:1

| bring you greetings from Gulfside Assembly, where the early spring
temperatures are mild and the azaleas are in full bloom. We have
continued to celebrate our 100th year as we honor Gulfside’s past,
delight in the present, and eagerly anticipate the future.

This newsletter will provide glimpses of the ministries, programs ,and
activities we have been engaged in. Gulfside’s presence has truly
had an impact on this community, the people who reside here, and
beyond. We have increased our partnerships with churches, organi-
zations, and other entities.

We look forward to telling our story in our upcoming documentary,
“The Gulfside Assembly Story”. We are strategizing ways to ensure
the long term sustainability of Gulfside and vision of Bishop Jones, as
a place where all of God’s children can commune and fellowship
on this beautiful “Sanctuary by the Sea”. You will be hearing more
about this in the upcoming months.

Yes, | do believe that we are fransitioning to a new season. We look
forward to it and feel blessed to be doing this great work.

Cheryl Thompson,
Executive Director

March 2024

GULFSIDE l}_\_SSEMBLY

Originally called the Gulfside
Chatauqua and Camp Meeting Ground.
Gulfside was founded In 1923 b{

Robert E. Jones, the first blac
Mecthodist Bishop. At the time, It
was the only resort In the Gulf
Reglon open to black Methodists
In 1980, Gulfside Assembly was
recognized by the United Methodist
Church as a historical site.

GULFSIDE ASSEMBLY

For over 100 years Gulfside has
advocated and provided
opportunities for underserved,
excluded, and discriminated
against people and communities.
Today, we continue to engage in
the ministry of advocacy by:

o inspiring people, churches,
and other organizations to
positively impact those in
underserved communities

. training the next generation
of multicultural advocates.

Cheryl Thompson
Executive Director
504-710-4884
cthompson@gulfsideassembly.org

Althea Belton
Community Outreach Coordinator
803-900-0878
abelton@gulfsideassembly.org

Gulfside Assembly
301 Herlihy St Office
Waveland MS 39576
www.gulfsideassembly.org
228-206-1750
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THE EXPERIENCE THAT CHANGED LIVES!
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MLK Day Celebration: A Multi-Generational & Multi-Ethnic Experience

Gulfside Assembly and community partners sponsored a Martin Luther King
Celebration. This multi-generational, multi-ethnic celebration took place at St.
Rose de Lima Catholic Church and contfinued with a march to MLK Park in Bay
St. Louis, MS. Children and adults of all ages, denominations, and stations in life
participated in a spirit filled worship service, monologues, singing, and liturgical
dancing. What an extraordinary worship experience that honored an
extraordinary gift from God, the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr...the gift that
keeps on giving.
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Celebrating Black History Month
Gulfside Assembly’s Art & Doll Exhibit
Hand stitched quilts, black dolls, and black art adorned the walls and halls of

Studio Waveland. As part of Gulfside Assembly’s Black History Celebration,
these artifacts were on display for the community. What an amazing display

of talent, history, and culture!




Life Skills Training
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Gulfside Assembly is blessed to provide resources for all ages in the Hancock
County Community of Waveland, Mississippi. Our recent training workshop on
Conflict Resolution stirred quite a conversation. A necessary, important, and
enlightening conversation that evolved into discussions of love and forgiveness.
As part of this interactive learning experience, participants were tasked with
drawing a picture that described what they learned.

All of the young participants did a great job showcasing their understanding of
the importance of extending grace. Pictured above are Paul and Caden,
along with the picture they drew, which speaks for itself.




A Celebration of Dr. Seuss’ Birthday!

After completing the process to become a
volunteer at the Hancock County Boys
and Girls Club (HCBGC), Cheryl and | were
invited to experience a day in the life of
the children enrolled along with a diverse
| group of volunteers. We were tasked with
P ’5 afternoon story time. After all, it was Dr.
Suess’ birthday.

Story time is a precious time at the HCBGC
| where children gather around for an

| exciting adventure through a book, song,
or game. While reading, curious eyes
stared up at the pages and listening ears
were fastened on every word. After read-
ing a few Dr. Seuss books, children
grabbed any book they could find from
the bookshelf and handed them to me

] one by one so | could continue reading to
them. Oh, the joy that filled my soul!

Exploring Science With Rocket Lab
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Our day was filled with fun and excitement as Rocket Lab shared their daily
experience at NASA Stennis Space Center. The children were elated as they
watched a recording of a rocket launch. Many questions were asked and
everyone learned something new. We are grateful for Rocket Lab providing a
wonderful opportunity for our children of Hancock County.




Celebrating Women'’s History Month

A ministry of love and empowerment was
birthed from a vision from God. Pastor
Lunita Wallace of Compassion, Power,
and Restoration (CPR) Ministries is gifted
and graced with a tfransformative ministry
of elevating women to reach their fullest
potential. CPR is one of our community
partners.

On visiting this church, | was blessed
through the worship experience.
Afterward, | withessed a beautiful
transformation of women using their gifts
and talents in the community as they
debuted their pop-up business stands.
Women stepped out of their comfort
zones, exercised their faith, and were cat-
apulted to a new level. What a ministry!

We Salute All Women and Their Contributions to the World

¢¢] think a hero is any person
really intent on making this a
better place for all people. ,,

Maya Angelou




Easter Blessings

As we journey with Christ o the cross, | am thankful that | am able to be on this
journey with all of you. And as we celebrate the risen Lord on Easter Sunday, |
am thankful for the hope of eternal life we have through Christ.

Thanks to all of you for the work that you are doing daily. May the gift of joy,
peace, and hope be with you and your loved ones.

Thank you!

God blesses us as we continue to do His work and we at Gulfside Assembly are
grateful for your generous support of our ministries. Your support is needed as it
helps us provide ministries in the community. Prayers, supplies, and monetary
donations are always welcomed.

For monetary donations, there are several ways to give:

Through the Advance PayPal By Mail
of the Make your check payable to:
United Methodist Church

Gulfside Association Inc.
PO Box 27
Waveland, MS 39576

https://umcmission.org/
advanceproject/760235/




