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For  over 100 years Gulfside has 

advocated and provided  

opportunities for underserved, ex-

cluded, and discriminated against 

people and communities.   

Today, we continue to engage in 

the ministry of advocacy by: 

• inspiring people, churches, 

and other organizations to 

positively impact those in 

underserved communities 

• training the next generation of 

multicultural advocates. 
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Message from the Executive Director 
 

Fall, a season of resilience!  
Resilience has been defined as the capacity to adapt to  

challenging life experiences. The uncertainty of changes causes 

some degree of anxiety in all of us. One way to accept the chal-

lenge of change is to lean into it – cultivate it instead of running 

away from it. Doing the work of Gulfside in these changing times 

and circumstances at time causes us sleepless nights, but when 

we think of our history and how Bishop Jones and those leaders 

who came after him persevered, we press on. Pressing on may 

mean putting aside our routines or ways in which we used to oper-

ate to experience something new or uncertain - this builds resili-

ence!  

 

The cool weather of Fall following the long hot summer of Mississip-

pi causes us also to quietly reflect on the goodness of God. During 

Fall we experience the changing of the trees and the resting of 

our gardens prepares us for the season of winter. Being mindful of 

the comfort of fall and how blessed we are to have every thing 

we need when we need it gives us comfort like a nice warm 

sweater.   

 

That being said, Gulfside’s award winning documentary has been 

completed and is available for private viewings. This documentary 

has been two years in the making. It has been an unimaginable 

journey for me and others involved. Producing such a project has 

taken me down rabbit holes, to places in history I would have nev-

er imagined. I have met people I never would have met otherwise 

and I have learned soo.. much. The challenge of this project has 

been amazing and I recommend that everyone take the journey 

of preserving a part of history.  

 

I am grateful to the Gulfside Board of Directors for trusting me with 

leading this project and to Leonard Smith for his excellent leader-

ship, knowledge and patience as he gently led me out of my 

comfort zone.   
 
 

 

 



Executive Director message continued…. 
 

“The Gulfside Assembly Story” is a one hour historical 

and biographical documentary of Gulfside Assembly 

and its visionary founder, Bishop Robert Elijah Jones. 

The documentary has received The Communicator 

Award for excellence and Telly Awards in the silver 

category.  
 

The Gulfside Assembly Story introduces us to the life 

and accomplishments of Bishop Robert E. Jones and 

is a powerful exploration of the history and impact of 

Gulfside Assembly has had on the lives of thousands 

across the country.  
 

Private viewings are available for groups of 50 or 

more. Contact Gulfside Assembly to schedule your 

event and for pricing levels. 
 

   Cheryl Thompson, Executive Director 

 

 

Hancock County Boys and Girls Club 

Summer Session Celebration 
What is more refreshing on a hot summer day than Ms. 

Mary’s Old Town Snoballs? Thanks to Gulfside Assembly, 

children enjoyed a variety of flavors  

during their summer session celebration. This day was 

filled with lots of fun water activities, treats, and smiling 

faces. We are grateful for the staff,  

volunteers, community partners, and parents. We are 

so blessed to witness what God is doing through the 
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Gulf Coast Leadership Training 
Together Mississippi hosted a two-day Gulf Coast Leadership Training at  

Gulfside Assembly. A diverse group of participants attended. Many thanks to  

our facilitators, LaKenya Roberson and Perry Perkins. We see many signs of  

hope and together we will put hope into action. This is the work we do for  

God. We are committed to allowing hope and not anxiety to guide our sight.  

We live and serve in hope knowing that God is with us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Life Skills Training  
Children learned about fire, water, bicycle, kitchen, and day to day safety. 

Everyone participated, asked questions, and provided feedback during this in-

teractive workshop. Afterward, they enjoyed pizza, dessert, and drinks. We are 

grateful for our facilitator and the use of the Hancock County Boys and Girls 

Club Teen Center. 



Ramping The Coast, Faith-based Collaboration  
 

We are thankful for the mission and vision of Mississippi Heroes to provide families in 

need with a handicap accessible ramp. Their mission of “Ramping the Coast” was 

successful. The community of volunteers were both local and from other states. They 

inspired us all. Gulfside Assembly’s Faith-based Collaboration was honored to host 

Mississippi Heroes at our monthly meeting to learn more about the great work they 

do. We are witnessing the harvest from the seeds sewn by this nonprofit organization.    

 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the 

LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.  Micah 6:8  
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Ramping The Coast, Faith-based Collaboration  

 



Lake Junaluska Visit 

Community Outreach Coordinator, Althea Belton attended the Southeast Jurisdiction Annual 

Conference meeting.  She is honored to share the joy of mission and ministry with clergy and lay 

persons. An introduction of Gulfside Assembly’s documentary entitled “The Gulfside Story” was 

presented. This opportunity allowed everyone in attendance a glimpse into the past, present, and 

future of Gulfside Assembly. It also allowed the opportunity for covenant partnerships. We are 

grateful for the blessing of doors of opportunity as we continue to tell “The Gulfside Story” and 

build new relationships across the United States and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Through the Advance of the  

United Methodist Church 

 https://umcmission.org/

advanceproject/760235/  

PayPal 

PayPal.me/gulfsideassembly 

     

 

By Mail  

Make your check payable to:  

Gulfside Association Inc.  

PO Box 27 

Waveland, MS 39576  

Thank you! 

God blesses us as we continue to do His work and we at Gulfside Assembly are grateful for your 

generous support of our ministries. Your support is needed as it helps us provide ministries in the 

community.  Prayers, supplies, and monetary donations are always welcomed.  

For monetary donations, there are several ways to give: 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/760235/?fbclid=IwAR19_2GFwdOT9K2qSTn09WiLYi-1ZWfvXNSopxkOCdH892VL_pG-NMZ441M
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/760235/?fbclid=IwAR19_2GFwdOT9K2qSTn09WiLYi-1ZWfvXNSopxkOCdH892VL_pG-NMZ441M
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/760235/?fbclid=IwAR19_2GFwdOT9K2qSTn09WiLYi-1ZWfvXNSopxkOCdH892VL_pG-NMZ441M
PayPal.me/gulfsideassembly

